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FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB OF BALLARAT 


EXGURSION/ NEWS Shiller 


TOBER 1 


Meeting 5th OCTOBER: Dr. A. Neboiss - Aquatic Insects 
end NCVEMBER: Mr. P, Robertson - Distribution and Habitats 
Meeting cf Reptiles from the Ballarat Area. 
7th DECEMBER: Mr.&éMrs. R.Keller-Little Desert in Focus. 
Excursion 7th OCT: Woady Yaloak. P.Fry & P.Harrap. 9.30 2.m. at 
Crockers corner. 2 p.m. at "The Crossing" for half day. 
Excursion SATURDAY 27th OCTOBER: G. Binns. 9.30a.m. Crockers. Meet 
"State Game Reserve" sign at Clunes Swamp 2 p.m. Fell 
Gully visit in morning. 


President: Mr. R. BORCH Phone 42 8630; Meetings, as specified, are held in the Administrat- 
jon Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-President: Mr. G. BINNS Phone 32 3670; Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing & pm. 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 3! 2210; EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM - 
CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS. Phone 327721 BALLARAT, AT 9.30.am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Editor : Mrs. B. GRAY. Phone 32 2130 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


NOVEMBER EXCURSIONS: 4th Nov. Ben Major ~- L. Millar & I. Tiley 
_ Full day leaving Crockers at 9.30 a.m. ‘ 
SATURDAY 24th Nov: Mt. Doran, Lal Lal - M. Rotheram. Full day . 


CAMP--OUT at Major Mitchell Plateau 10-11th November. See 
Committee member for information.: 
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A. C. Beuglenole's Book -— "MALLEE STUDY ARBA REPORT" 


The first 5CO copies have been sold. A further 500 copies are 
_oObtuinable tor $5 sach, posted. 

Mr. Beuglehole nas a large number of Australian Native Plants 

for sale, proceeds to aid the abcve bock "pubiishing fund!!. 

Orders taken, can ke picked up at Nelson Camp-Out on 12/14th 

Peecuaeece Portland Exhibition on 11/12th January 1980. (Lists 

tabled, 
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CLUB EMBLEM: Our Club hasn't an emblem of its own. A further 
Supply of letterheads has to be ordered and the Committee thought 
it a good idea to have the Club emblem printed thereon. 

A suggestion has been made that the Enfield form of grevillea 
may be considered as an emblem for our Club. Has anyone ariy 
further suggestions? Please put forward your ideas. 

Also the Suggestion Box is on the table for any ideas to further 
the interest and enjoyment in our Club. 


THE END OF THE YEAR is fast approaching. (As if you didn't know!! 


Things to give much thought to are: 
Suggesticns for syllabus items for next year. 
Suggestions for excursion venues for next year. 


And the appointment cf a new editor. 
This one has had nearly four years and feels it is 
someone elses turn. Thank you. 
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POST-AND~RAIL FENCES. One of the features of early Victoria, now 


disappearing from our roadsides. sees ey Some municipal councils 
wili re-erect a few panels in a local park as a reminder of the 


past. 
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Subject of the talk by Mr. E.G. Errey of Geelong, 7=9-79.. 


There are about 19 different genera in the family 
Proteaceae in Australia. The well known Proteas of South Africa 
belong to this group. Members of the family are also found in 
South America and Asia, but it is in Australia and South Africa 
where they are most evident. .In our country they are mainly 
found in Western Australia, an old section of the continent. 


The family Proteaceae shows great diversity of form. The 
name Proteaceae was called after the Sea God, Proteus, in 
ancient mythology. It is said he could change himself at will 
into so many different forms, e.g. a mouse, frog, etc. 


The members of this family contain some of the most 
colorful species of Australian plants, cultivated for their 
striking forms and their ability to attract birds. Perhaps 
Banksias and Grevilleas are the best known genera. 
Fractlandea, a genus from Western Australia, is not so well 
known. F 
BANKSTA: There are 60 odd species in Australia. Some are not 
yet officially named. It produces interesting timber. On 
display was a branch of Banksia ericifolia with a strikingly 
coloured cone containing approximately 1000 flowers. 


DRYANDERA: This genus, with about half the species not 
officially named, is confined to Western Australia. Four 
examples of Dryandera foliage were displayed. 


GREVILLEA: The species are extremely diverse plants. Prostrate 
ones make excellent rockery types. Several are forest trees, 
e.g. Grevillea robusta. This tree is the only member used 
commercially as a timber tree. It has a beautiful grain and is 
very suitable for panelling etc. 


The evening concluded with some select slides being shown. 
There followed a lively discussion around a fine specimen display 
and topics discussed included soil mixes, cuttings, fertilizers, 
cultivars, seed growing and general care of young plants. 


P. Murphy 


FOUR SPECIES OF DUCK 


BLACK BUCK 


Male and female have similar appearance. In flight, a dark duck 
with swift wing ceats, a slender neck, white underwings, no white 
on upperwings but 2 glossy green colour patch flashes in certain 
lights. Cn the water, a medium sized duck with a slender head 
end neck cerried erect, anc vistinctive face stripes. 

Hemale has a loud raucous quack repeated four to six times. 


Male and female have similar appearance, lignter in colour than 
hestnut Teal, particularly eround need and neck. In flight, e2 
wedge shaped white patch on upperwing, shorter end thicker neck 
than Fleck Duck. On the water, a smali duck flozting high, 
general colour above, derk grey-brown, 2 lerse head, pele almost 
white fece anc throat, no eye strive. 
Female has 2 loud penetrating ‘laughing' quack repeated rapidly 
fifteen or more times. 


FOUND IN CUR AREA. 


MOUNTAIN DUCK 


In flight, large vrominent white petches on shoulders of wing, 
derk body, white underwings, light breast, white neck ring. 

Cn the water or on the land, a large duck, with a very derk head, 
white neck ring or eye spot, yellow~brown or chestnut bresst. 
Very vocal, especially in flignt, male call is 2 low pitchec 
honk, female cell a high pitched honk. 


MUSK DUCK 
. oe 
——— 
= 
fT 1 1 
pez et 


Very rarely seen in flight. On the water, dives repeetedly, a 
large bleck duck floating very low with a heevy heed and frequently 
erect stiff tail: male has ¢ pendulous lobe beneath bill. 

hale hes eae shrill whistle, ana a deep plonk made with the feet, 


also a noisy splashing of water. 
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MI. EGERTON EXCURSION. 


Cameras were busily clicking to record the interesting 
things seen in the forest near Mt. Egerton and the Little 
Porest area east of Bungal on 9th September. 


The day was unexpectedly fine, and seven car loads of 
enthusiastic members, capably led by Ted Bedggood, enjoyed 
the day in the bush. Most photographed were a koala and her 
tiny baby, high in a candlebark eucalypt; and a blue—tongued 
lizard which obligingly stopped for us on a track, and gave us 
a good look at its long blue tongue and wide open mouth. 

Several kangaroos were seen, one snake and a variety of .birds 
including grey thrush, tree-creeper, scarlet and southern 
yellow robins, thornbills and the perfect mud nest of a white 
' winged chough. 

The understorey of the Mt. Egerton forest carried a 
profusion of wattles in bloom, some being narrow-leaf (Acacia 
mucronata); prickly moses (A. verticillata); sallow wattle (A. 
longifolia); hop wattle (A. stricta); black wattle (A. mearnsii) 
thin-leaf wattle (A. aculeatissima); golden wattle (A.pycenantha) 
and silver wattle (A. dealbata). 


There were some very colourful fungi seen, including coral, 
flame and jelly fungus. The blue of the hovea complimented the 
purple hardenbergia, and some pink Tetrathece ciliata was seen. 
Various Pultenaea, Leptospermums, Goodias, Goodenias and 
Leucopogon and Kennedia promised more colour to come 


fhe Nodding Greenhood Orchids (Pterostylis nutans) were in 
great profusion, together with the occasional Tall Greenhoods 
P. longifolia). Bucalypts were mainly stringybark; candlebark 
ee rubida); messmate (EB. obliqua); and broadleaf peppermint 
(E. dives). The Mt. Egerton area was noticeably richer in growth 


than the Little Forest area seen in the afternoon. 
B. Gray. 


A NEW MEMBER welcomed at the September meeting was Mrs. 
Margaret Anderson. We wish you much enjoyment and interest 
in your affiliation with the Club. 


AS AO et SO Ce LO Oc a a SE A nee Se cs mee 


. 


? 


re ee Se ee 


Joh arrived at our house on a large yellow bunch of 
bananas. He was a small and very handsome Snail, a deep 
chestnut colour, with a particularly smooth shell, which 
appeared to be a little too small for him. We put him ina 
jar of grass until he could be identified, not wishing to let 
him loose on Victorian agriculture should he be dangerous. 


Joh was quite an interesting if placid pet for the next 
ten days. For a snail he had some strange habits, he never 
retracted fully into his shell, as garden snails do, merely 
retracted his horns and a small part of his body. When he was 
sleeping, part of the mantle seemed to merge with the shell, 
but most of Joh remained outside its shelter, a vulnerable 
position for a small fellow. 


I took him to various people, all of whom were not much 
help, so we went off to the Maseum, where we met someone who 
knew and loved all snails. t seems that Joh would never have 
become a problem, if set loose, as he would have died of cold 
in Ballarat. He-belonged to a group of rainforest snails, and 
had relatives in places like the Otways, Wilson's Promontory, 
and the far east of Gippsland. He belonged to a group called 
the Helicarion, the chief characteristic of this group is the 
inability to retract completely into their shelis. They are 
very closely related to the slug family, having a keeled tail, 
and being in the evolutionary process of losing their rather 
delicate and fragile shells. ; 


Flatteneee Shell 
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Plorence Chuk. 


THE ORANGE-BELLIED PARROT 


The orange—bellied parrot is described in Slater as "a 
vare localised bird found in grasslands, light scrub and tidal 
Flats along the coast", 


The bird breeds in Tasmania - the breeding grounds remain 
unknown - and winters in coastal Victoria, South Australia and 
King Island. In 1978 a known population was estimated to be 


between 84 and 97 birds. 


There is considerable interest in the birds' status. because 
its major wintering area is on the West side of Port Phillip Bay 
near Point Wilson, an area likely to be affected by development 


bryieles Ose lize 
I made four visits to see the birds in July and early 


August and only saw them on the last visit, thanks to help from 


Richard Loyn, who is conducting a study for I.C.I At one time, 
there were 18 parrots in view perched on a number of Samphire 
bushes. It was a sobering thought that I may have been watching 
20% of the world population. 


By early August, it was estimated that there were about 
fifty orange-bellied parrots in the Point Wilson/Spit area. 
Later in the month about 20 birds were on the 7th and 17th 
greens of the Queenscliff Golf Course on Swan Island. 


F.E.G. Harrap 7.9.79 


So asleemintentaneienetomiaeetommemtamdentendaadtentaetentamteatmiontentntoa’ 


LITTLE DESERT BIRD SCHOOL: 


The Bird Observers Club invites anyond, whether complete 
beginner, or more advanced bird .observer,.to participate in a 
Little Desert Bird School at the Little Desert Loddge, Nhill from 
November i2th to 16th, 1979. The fee of $95 covers accommcdaticn 
meais, evening lectures and film, one day tour of Little Desert 
and guided bird walks. Full details from Reg. Johnson of C.C,V. 
Phone 03-45 2841 - 6.30 - 7.30 p.n. 


